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North Port Symphony 
could use your support
Editor:

Oh, come all ye faithful, joyful 
Snowbirds and triumphant res-
idents!

Oops, the North Port Sym-
phony Christmas concert has 
already played, but we have 
another great symphony perfor-
mance coming Sunday, Jan. 28, 
titled “Love, Actually.”

Help us sell out once again. 
Order your Symphony tick-
ets at 941-426-8479. Best $25 
you could spend for symphony 
music!

Did you know that our North 
Port Symphony is celebrating 40 
years of performance? It began 
on Jan. 21, 1984 at St. Paul’s Pres-
byterian Church, North Port. In 
2012, Robert Romanski joined 
as principal conductor. The sym-
phony is composed of a group of 
talented professional, amateur, 
and student musicians who vol-
unteer their time and talents to 
share in the joy of music with our 
North Port community.

Even more news. On March 
2nd come celebrate 40 years of 
service at North Port Symphony 
Gala, with food, festivities and 
fundraising. Visit North Port 
Symphony.com/GalaInvite for 
more information.

We are blessed to have this 
amazing symphony that supports 
after school and summer music 
programs for our children. They 
even buy instruments for them 
and award music scholarships.

If you can’t attend, donate $40 
and become a member of Friends 
of the Symphony, you may even 
receive a pair of special 40th anni-
versary socks. Peace and Joy!

Bob Ruybal
North Port

Kind woman helped  
us find our puppy
Editor:

I want to thank the woman 
who used her car’s headlights on 
David Boulevard one dark night 
just after Christmas to help us 
chase after our little black puppy 
who escaped and ran thinking 
it was lots of fun. The unknown 
lady kept her lights on the pup-
py’s movements while our family 
searched for her.

We are ever so grateful to this 
lady and want to give her credit 

for taking time out of her day to 
help people she never met.

This puppy has an enormous 
influence in our grandchildren’s 
lives.

She is otherwise well behaved 
and listens to commands, except 
those that tell her to come back. 
The family is working on that to 
prevent a future disaster.

Thank you.

Del Bender
Port Charlotte

HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SAY?
The Daily Sun accepts letters on any 

topic. There are some guidelines let-

ter writers must follow. They include 

keeping the letter to 250 words or 

less and attaching your full name, 

address and an e-mail address or 

phone number. Letter writers are 

limited to one letter every 30 days. 

If a letter is more than 250 words, 

we will ask the writer to trim the let-

ter, or we may trim the letter to fit if 

the writer does not respond. Letters 

will also be edited for grammar and 

spelling.

While we have a lenient rule as to 

the content of letters, the editorial 

board will reject a letter it deems 

potentially libelous, racist, hateful or 

a personal attack, or if the writer criti-

cizes a business by name. Letter writ-

ers are also not allowed to address a 

previous letter writer by name.

Letters can be mailed to: Letters to 

the Editor, 23170 Harborview Road, 

Port Charlotte, FL. 33980 or emailed 

to  letters@yoursun.com.
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OUR VIEW

Taxwatch report looks at potential health care crisis
OUR POSITION: A Florida Taxwatch 

report on medical care in Florida points to 
a critical need to make changes in our laws 
and policies that would boost the number of 
doctors and nurses practicing in our state.

T axwatch recently unveiled 

a very thorough report on 

the state of medical care in 

Florida. The report served several 

purposes including mostly back-

ing the plan drawn up by Senate 

President Kathleen Passidomo 

and approved by committee.

But, the report also pointed out the 
threat of a severe shortage of medical pro-
fessional to care for the state’s booming 
and aging population along with draw-
backs that would make medical profes-
sionals think twice about relocating here.

The problems are many and the answers 
few. But, Florida is a tempting place for 
physicians and nurses to live for more 
reasons than its climate. With some 
tweaks and programs targeting medical 

professionals, along with help with res-
idence requirements and perks for res-
idents who remain in Florida, the dan-
gers of a future with too few doctors and 
nurses might be avoided.

PROBLEMS AND CONCERNS
Here are some of the facts that we 

should be concerned about, according to 
Taxwatch:

 The development of Florida’s physi-
cian supply is not keeping pace with the 
demand. As of November, 2023 Florida 
had 19 geographic areas, 146 population 
groups and 155 facilities that qualified as 
Health Professional Shortage Areas.

 Demand for healthcare services will 
increase by 29% by 2050. In 2030, Flori-
da’s 65-and-over residents will make up 
a quarter of the state’s population with a 
strong demand for medical care.

 By 2030, as doctors age and retire, 
the state’s supply of family medicine phy-
sicians, general internal physicians and 
pediatric physicians will only meet 62%, 
65% and 76% of demand, respectively.

 Florida will need to fill 22,000 vacant 
positions by 2030.

THE GOOD NEWS
There is some bright news in the report. 

That includes:
• According to the Association of 

American Medical Colleges, 65% of Flor-
ida’s medical residents stay in the state 
to practice. The state’s Graduate Medi-
cal Education Startup Bonus program 
and Slots for Doctors program financially 
entice physicians to come here for their 
residency.

• Florida also ranks high in telehealth 
accessibility by allowing out-of-state phy-
sicians to provide services here without a 
Florida license.

• Advanced practice registered nurses 
have the training to alleviate the demand 
for physicians. And, as of December 2021, 
the statewide number of APRNs in Flor-
ida is expected to double by 2035.

POTENTIAL CURES
There are several steps Florida can take 

to ease the pending crisis. Some are sim-
ple, some are not and at least one is a move 
Florida’s Legislature has resisted.

• There are 37 states that participate in a 
program called Interstate Medical Licens-
ing Compact that streamlines the ease 

with which physicians can work in multi-
ple states. Florida is not a member of that 
compact.

• One drawback for physicians to relo-
cate to Florida is a very high rate for med-
ical malpractice insurance. In 2023 the 
cost of medical malpractice insurance for 
internal medicine physicians was about 
$15,000 compared to about $8,700 in Cal-
ifornia. That should be no surprise con-
sidering the cost of auto and homeowners 
insurance.

• Another issue is Florida has low 
Medicaid coverage and a large popula-
tion of uninsured residents — one of five 
states with the highest number of unin-
sured people. Expansion of Medicaid 
would provide some relief but the Legisla-
ture is on record as saying that is not ever 
going to happen. Florida ranks 46th in the 
nation for Medicaid coverage — paying 
only 58 cents for every dollar Medicare 
would cover and even less for primary 
care (49 cents).

Taxwatch did a great job laying out the 
problems and potential cures in a nonpar-
tisan way. It’s up to our elected representa-
tives — and voters — to decide what to do 
with the information.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PERCY ANGELO  
AND ROB ROBBINS
Columnists

Charlotte County’s outdated 
sewage treatment plants do not 
remove nutrients including 
nitrogen and its reclaimed water 
distributions send that polluted 
effluent back into our coastal 
environment.

Charlotte County is currently 
trying to decide how best to fix 
the water quality exceedances in 
its surrounding coastal waters. 
In the past the fallback has been 
the conversion of septic systems 
to sewers, at great cost to the 
homeowner. But the data shows 
that the real threat to water qual-
ity is the county’s own recycled 
water discharged from its sewage 

treatment plants (STPs) and 
shipped throughout the county.

The county’s STPs do not treat 
for and do not remove nutrients. 
The STP discharges have all the 
nutrients, including nitrogen, 
that were in the untreated sewage 
influent. All that nitrogen is then 
redistributed through its “purple 
pipe” reclaimed water system to 
ponds and direct users through-
out the county.

The total nitrogen concentra-
tion in the county’s reclaimed 
water is reported by the county 
to be 34.7 mg/L to as high as 92 
mg/L. The reported volume of 
recycled water is typically 1.3 bil-
lion gallons annually. This means 
that the county’s own system is 
discharging between 190 and 500 
tons of nitrogen annually that 

can reach Charlotte Harbor and 
Lemon Bay.

The county’s recycled water 
basically functions as fertilizer. 
Yet because fertilizer use contrib-
utes to nitrogen exceedances it 
is banned in the summer. Not so 
the county’s flows.

Moreover the county has a 
high number of sewer and recy-
cle line breaks and spills. These 
maybe inevitable in a county 
with so much construction, but 
the breaks and spills add to the 
total nitrogen load to the envi-
ronment.

This doesn’t have to be the 
case. Sarasota County is install-
ing so-called Advanced Waste-
water Treatment (AWT) which 
removes nitrogen at its treat-
ment plants, and Sarasota has 

suspended its septic to sewer 
conversions to see the result of 
better wastewater treatment. 
Florida statutes will require 
AWT eventually and defines it 
as treatment lowering nitrogen 
to 3 mg/L. Contrast that with the 
34.7 to 92 mg/L measured by the 
county in its current flows.

There is data showing that 
our coastal environment, and 
its seagrass coverage, were rela-
tively healthy in the period 2003-
07. What changed in 2007? The 
county began an expansion of 
its recycled water system with 
24 miles of transmission lines 
throughout West County.

The county should immedi-
ately test the total nitrogen load-
ing of its sewage treatment plant 
effluent and their contribution to 

coastal exceedance and use the 
data to put installation of AWT 
at each of its sewage treatment 
plants on a fast track. This, rather 
than septic to sewer conversions, 
will provide the best bang for the 
buck in water quality improve-
ment.

The county is holding a town 
hall on water quality on Jan. 31 at 
9 a.m. at the Convention Center 
in Punta Gorda. It is hoped that 
gathering will be an opportunity 
to hear from citizens about their 
preferences on these important 
issues.

Percy Angelo is a retired environmen-

tal lawyer and Conservation Chair of the 

Friends of Cape Haze. Rob Robbins has a 

Ph.D in marine biology and fisheries.

Charlotte County’s reclaimed water part of a bigger problem


