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This was a long hot summer.  Cape Haze did well considering the heat (it's relentless, especially late in 
the day when the mosquito air force comes out) and the economy (Placida Road often looked 
abandoned).  The major storms all missed us; however, some areas received inadequate rainfall and 
the dry season set in early this autumn. 
  
There were some problems with owners occasionally letting their lots look a little unkempt, but nothing 
too bad.  There were also a few houses foreclosed on: we are not immune to the pain of the economy, 
and one thing I observed this summer is how important it is to remain civil to our neighbors.  We have 
no idea what they may be experiencing in the quiet of their fear and solitude. 
  
We lost a good friend.  Don Libby died of a heart attack while hunting up north.  He was a valuable 
member of our Community, and served on the CHPOA Board with ability and an unflagging good 
humor.  We'll miss Don, and we hope that Jean will return soon to her friends at Cape Haze. 
  
Not all was gloomy.  Our aging infrastructure survived well.  We had no major crises.  We're in decent 
financial shape.  A special committee designed to help us better manage our dues and costs has some 
excellent proposals (come to the meeting on the 15th). We got our MSBU assessments down to $100.  
There was abundant wildlife in the area.  The interior of the Community Center looks great with the 
new lights, ceiling, and shades.  Our friends and neighbors return daily.  Not all the restaurants have 
closed.   
  
Thank you for your kind support, and thank you for reading this far.  
 
Marv Medintz 
CHPOA President 

 

CHPOA President’s Letter 

 

*  *  *  IMPORTANT NOTICE  *  *  *  
 

CHPOA Board members will be completing their terms at the end of this year and a 
nominating committee is currently looking for neighbors to fill these vacancies.  Please 
consider volunteering to help out in our Community—no experience required. 
 
“It takes a village”  to maintain and improve the lifestyle we all moved to Cape Haze to enjoy.  
We thank those who unselfishly give their time on our behalf.  Please remember that many 
hands make light work and offer your support today. 
 
Call or e-mail Marv Medintz, or any Board Member, and say, “I will”.  Thank you. 



 

 

                     
The subject of deed restrictions for Cape Haze has 
been a controversial subject since the Community 
was established in 1953. 

 
Lately some people have called attention to the 
fact that the Community seems to have suffered a 
back slide. They maintain that the Community 
character has been impaired by actions they 
believe might have been stopped had we been 
enforcing the original deed restrictions. 

 
First, some background is in order. When Cape 
Haze was founded in 1953 the Vanderbilt brothers 
set up a series of 17 deed restrictions which would 
expire in 50 years (2003). In 1955, 4 more 
restrictions were added and in 1956 another 8 
were added for a total of 29. 

 
In 1983, the Cape Haze Corporation (CHC) 
transferred the right to enforce certain of these 
restrictions to CHPOA.  However, they (CHC) only 
stipulated that we could enforce 14 of the 
restrictions. Of these 14, only 4 really impacted the 
character and aesthetics of the community, 
specifically: 
 

1. Property is for Residential use only. 
2. No nuisance shall be created; vacant 

lots must be kept free of trash, brush 
and other material. 

3. No house trailers, boat trailers etc. may 
be kept on properties. 

4. No “For Sale/Rent” signs may be 
displayed on properties. 

 
In 2003, when the Deed Restrictions expired, 
CHPOA sought the advice of legal counsel. Upon 
their advice, the restrictions were extended for an 
additional 30 years. There is disagreement within 
the Community as to whether this advice was 
correct.  The only way to resolve this question is to 
undertake a legal challenge and have a court of 
competent jurisdiction make a decision. This 
necessity of law suits caused the CHPOA Board to 
decide not to actively enforce the extended deed 
restrictions over the past few years.  

 
The question now arises, should CHPOA, on 
behalf of the Community, take up the issues of 
boat/house trailers in yards, “For Sale” signs and 
debris etc. in yards. Other issues of course are: 
how do we pay for this, who enforces this in the 
future, and do we want to be suing our neighbors?  

 
While I have my own ideas about this subject, I will 
keep them to myself until we see how the 
Community currently feels. Are the issues 
sufficient for CHPOA to create a court case?  
What do you, the residents, think?  

 
Please pass along your thoughts to any CHPOA 
Board Member or to me by e-mail at 
k2ykw@comcast.net or by mail or phone. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Bill Dahms 
CHPOA VP and Secretary 
941.828.0447  

 

Whither Deed Restrictions? 

Halloween in Cape Haze 
 
Bridgette and Steven Ahlers had a pizza party 
for neighborhood parents and goblins followed 
by a traditional wagon ride. 
 
Steve  built a fabulous hay wagon complete 
with lights and music, cobwebs and hay bales.  
Then he pulled it through Cape Haze for an old 
fashioned Trick or Treat celebration. 
 
Everyone had a wonderful time and the excite-
ment level was over the top!   
 
Thanks to all who participated for providing this 
festive, fun-filled event. 



 

 
 

Donald E. Libby, age 73, an active member of our 
Cape Haze Community and CHPOA Board 
member,  died suddenly on October 23 of a heart 
attack while on a hunting trip.    
 
He was a devoted husband to Jean, nee Wilson, 
for 45 years; loving father of Edward (Katia) Libby 
and Susan (Christopher) Bona; treasured Papa of 
Taylor, Alexis and Brittney Bona and Edan Libby 
and his angel, Aaron Libby.  
 
Don was the CEO of Oakley Steel Products. He 
was a graduate of Lake Forest College, advisory 
board member of Triton College; longtime member 
of AWS; and former board member of the Iron 
League of Chicago.  
 
Even as a world traveler, he often said Florida held 
a special place in his heart .  

Don served eight years in the US Naval Reserve 
and was active in the Elks and the American 
Legion. 
 
He was an avid reader, avid fan of the Chicago 
Cubs and Bears; enjoyed boating, fishing and 
hunting with his beloved dog, Tootsie. Don was 
happily awaiting the arrival of his sixth grandchild 
on Christmas.   
 
Please send memorial donat ions to 
www.shineaml.org, 630-941-5860 . “SHINE” is a 
501(c) non-profit organization.  Their mission is to 
honor the spirit and memory of Aaron Marcel Libby 
by raising funds that will be dedicated to child 
focused charities. 
 
We all grieve with Jean in the loss of a fine man 
and send her our heart-felt condolences.  

 

CHPOA Board Member Passes Away 

 
The Environmental and Extension Services Depart-
ment, Natural Resources Division, has concluded 
that Charlotte County Florida has new exotic and 
invasive residents. These residents include the 
common green iguana (Iguana iguana), black 
spiny-tailed iguana (C. similis), and Mexican spiny-
tailed iguana (Ctenosaura pectinata).  
 
Their inhabitation of south Florida is believed to be 
a result of accidental importation on ships, as well 
as pet iguanas escaping or being released (even 
though this is illegal). Subsequently, these reptiles 
have established breeding groups and proliferated 
very successfully in the subtropical climate of 
southwest Florida. 
 
So why are iguanas a problem? 
 
As with many exotic invasive species, they could 
potentially cause extensive harm to the natural eco-
system’s flora and fauna.  The droppings of Igua-
nas are known to potentially carry the salmonella 
bacterium often associated with food poisonings.  
 
These dropping are left on sea walls, boats, decks,  
and other surfaces where they are unsightly and 
have an offending odor.  

 
Since iguanas are not protected except under anti-
cruelty laws they may be captured and removed in 
a variety of ways without obtaining a permit.  
 
If unwanted iguanas are in your area and you wish 
to eradicate them, for a fee, you can rent a trap 
from Animal Control of Charlotte County.  However, 
after that, you’re on your own.  The most humane 
way to destroy an iguana is to freeze it to death. 
  
To report an iguana sighting, fill out a form on the 
Charlotte County Government website at 
www.CharlotteCountyFL.com .  Currently they are 
keeping a database of sightings and -  if and when 
funds become available to do something about the 
problem - they will start with this list. 
 
For more information, please call Natural Re-
sources representative, Jason, at (941) 883-3529.  

 

Report an Iguana Sighting 



 

 

Have you driven the streets of Cape Haze 
lately and seen so many of the properties once 
again coming to life?  The heat and humidity 
subsides and. . . well, I guess that signals the 
beginning of another season in Cape Haze. 
 
First, a thank you to all who coordinated and 
attended the “2nd Friday at 5” Socials during 
the summer months—great attendance-we are 
building—let’s continue!  Also, thanks to the 
committee who was responsible for selecting 
the new window treatments for the Community 
Center.  It’s looking great under the new ceiling 
and lighting—thanks CHPOA for that upgrade!! 
 
We had a great meeting in October with author 
Mary Fremont Schoenecker - thank you Nancy 
Buechler. Unfortunately we did not have a 
quorum so the resolution of the proposed 
change to the membership year could not be 
passed.  Because of this, the implementation 
time line, and the schedule for the next 
business meeting, the vote can’t take place 
until January.  It has been suggested, and it 
seems this may be the proper path to follow, 
that a committee review the bylaws for change 
and then report back to CHW.   If you want to 
offer your services—please come forward. 
 
So now to the upcoming. . . 
 
Fall—Together, Saturday, November 15, 
5:30 PM.  A BBQ chicken dinner (on our new 
grill).  Say hello and reunite with all the people 
in Cape Haze.  Cost:  adults - $10, children 
grades 1-6 - $5, and preschoolers- 
Kindergartners - $2  -  we encourage a family 
affair.  Contact Susan Butler at 662-5935.  
 
ECHO trip, North Fort Myers, Monday, 
November 17 .  Visit the 12 gardens of ECHO.  
Contact Penny Rieley at 697-9811.   
 
Decorate Cape Haze, Wednesday, 
November 19, 10 AM, Community Center .  
We’ll decorate the main entrance, fountain and 
the grounds of the CC.  Hilary Dahms is 
coordinating this activity.  We need many 

hands to help.   Also we ask that all properties 
and water fronts be decorated for the holiday 
season by December 3.  Last year 66 people 
decorated—can we make it 100 or more this 
year—why not?  Need some help, contact any 
CHW officer.  Join us to decorate the interior 
of the CC on Monday, December 1 at 10 AM . 
 
Starlight Spectacular, Thursday, December 
4, 6 PM. This is our festive holiday dinner to be 
held at the CC.  Particulars are still being 
finalized, but reserve the date.  Remember the 
great time last year?  Can we have 80 people – 
why not even 100?  Bring some guests. Want 
to help—contact Mary Lou Fitzgerald. 
 
Visit and Presentation from Mote Marine, 
Monday, December 8, 10 AM.  All Cape Haze 
residents and guests are  invited to hear about 
the history of the Mote Marine etc.  Did you 
know that Mote Marine began in Cape Haze!  
For more information, contact Clare Landmann 
at 697-8492.    
 
Holiday Boat Tour of the Canals —should we 
try again this year since we were “snowed” out 
in 2007?  Tentative date is Friday, December 
12.  Perhaps a potluck!  
 
Heads up for JANUARY—a “2nd Friday at 5” 
Social,  Shelling on Palm Island on the 12th, 
and Left’s be Crafty on the 19th where you can 
view displays and perhaps actual 
demonstrations of our neighbors’ (males and 
females) favorite talents and pass-times.  Want 
to be included, call or e-mail Mary Lou 
Fitzgerald.  Don’t be bashful!  Perhaps these 
crafts will turn into crafting groups. 
 
For more information on any event, check out 
our website at CapeHaze.org. 
 
What is your opinion —do we want a New 
Year’s Brunch or something on New Year’s 
Day?  Do we have a coordinator?  What about  
the Super Bowl Party?  Any interest in movies  
 

Continues on Page 5 
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Upcoming Events 
 
November 15  CHPOA Special Membership Meeting 
     10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
     9:30 AM  -  Coffee & Socializing 
 
November 15  Fall Together BBQ Dinner 
     5:30 PM  -  Community Center 
 
November 19  Decorate Cape Haze 
     10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
 
December 1  Decorate Community Center 
     10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
 
December 4  Starlight Spectacular  -  Holiday Dinne r 
     6:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
December 8  Presentation from Mote Marine 
     10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
 
December 12  Tentative Holiday Boat Tour  
       
January 9   Friday Night Social 
     5:00 PM  -  7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
January 12  Shelling on Palm Island 
     More Information to Come 
 
January 19  Let’s Be Crafty  -  Share Crafts 
     10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
 

Stay informed, check our website 
www.capehaze.org  

Women’s Club—Continues from Page 4 
 
at the Community Center, a game or card time, 
shuffleboard group, horseshoes, a children or 
preschool group, etc.?  Come on, let’s put some 
more life into our Community!  We need your 
ideas and feed back.  What did John F. Kennedy 
say, “It’s not what the country can do for you but 
what you and do for the country”—same is true in 
Cape Haze! 

 
 
So until next time—let’s all keep active in this 
great Community!  Want to help—e-mail Mary 
Lou Fitzgerald.  Until next time. . .  
 
 

Mary Lou Fitzgerald or “Fitz” 
Cape Haze Women’s Club President  
mlzigfitz55@comcast.net, (941) 697-6228 



 

 

Cape Haze artist, Barbara Gavel, is a featured 
artist at the Arts Alliance of Lemon Bay Gallery 
on Dearborn Street through January 15.   
 
Barbara will also be the featured artist at the 
Charlotte County Technical Center, 18150 
Murdock Circle, Pt. Charlotte,  from January 
through the end of February of 2009. 
 
She was the Charlotte County Arts and 
Humanities Council "Artist of the Month" for 
October and displayed at the Charlotte County 
Cultural Center.  
 
Barbara works mostly with acrylic on canvas and 
does modern abstract/expressionism.  She says 
she’s influenced by nature and uses a lot of blue, 
reflective of the water. 
 
To see or purchase her work visit one of her 
shows  or contact Barbara directly. 
 
Congratulations to Barbara Gavel for her 
accomplishments.   

Cape Haze Property Owners Association 
P. O. Box 690  Placida, FL 33946 
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 The Fountain is produced by Nancy Buechler Cape Haze Florida 

 

The Fountain 
 

 is published January, March, May, and  
November.   

 

 All articles, letters, photographs, and 
“Upcoming Events” received by deadline  

will be considered for publication. 
 

Text submissions should be  
Microsoft Word files.  

 

Photographs should be .jpg files 
 of at least 400kB in size. 

 
Text and photographs should be  

attached to e-mail with “Fountain Submission” 
in the subject box, and forwarded to  

NancyBue@aol.com.  
 

 Hard copy submissions  
may also be considered. 

  
 

January Deadline is  
January 10, 2009 

CHPOA Meeting 

Saturday, November 15 at 10:00 AM 

 

Local Artist Honored 


