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CHPOA President’s Column  
 
I’m going to update you on a number of issues in this letter. 
 
Our Clubhouse/Community Center  
 
With the value of the average home here in Cape Haze approaching seven figures many wonder why 
we don’t have the amenities commensurate with a community with that level of value? One of the key 
deficiencies has been our aging and ailing Clubhouse. Eva Furner and Pam Neer have been working 
diligently on a plan to economically rebuild and significantly enhance this center piece of our 
Community. The CHPOA Board of Directors and a very large majority of the members, present at the 
April 15 meeting, voted to carry the renovation proposal forward to the next step and to present it for 
overall CHPOA member approval at a special meeting to be held on May 20. 
 
We need an overwhelming majority of our Community behind it, not just in talk but in monetary terms 
as well. Thus, for the project to go ahead we need at least 90 member units to support it and show 
that support with a “Go” vote and a $500 check, as well as a commitment for another $500. While we 
expect higher dues in the future as we go ahead with this (in order to pay the resulting debt we will 
incur) the value received will be commensurate with the added costs. Despite these costs, we support 
this project because it’s the right thing for Cape Haze. I hope that you will too.  
 
Your vote on this project is critical. Please take the time to review the briefing package you received 
and get your vote and your check in.  If your briefing package has not reached you, please see the 
Clubhouse Renovation Project article on page 5 of  this edition of The Fountain for ways to get a copy. 
 
Eva and Pam - thanks a bunch for your efforts. 
 
Development  
 
The character of Cape Haze will change as property owners in the area agree to sell to developers 
who are taking advantage of zoning to build multi-family, multi- story condos.   
 
A proposed development, “Aquia at Cape Haze”, is being targeted for the area just North of Cape 
Haze on the eleven-acre parcel often referred to as “the boat ramp property”. Stock Development of 
Naples has unveiled plans to build 108 condo units, some of which will be five stories, and 82 feet 
high . We believe that this property, the majority of which is within 1200 feet of the waters of Lemon 
Bay, should not be permitted to have buildings of this height since the county code in respect of this 
prohibits buildings above three stories within 1200 feet of Lemon Bay. Accordingly we have made our 
views known to the County Commissioners and will fight, on your behalf, any attempt to build anything 
above three stories.  
 
A meeting of the county Development Review Committee is scheduled for 1 PM on Thursday May 11th  

at the Murdock complex. Come to the meeting, if you can, and speak up.  
 

Continues on Page 2 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Continued from Page 1  -  President’s Column 
 
If you can’t come, please take the time to write to your County Commissioner Tom Moore (suggested 
letter on page 3) and make him aware of your concern and opposition to the granting of any height 
variances. Keep in mind that elected officials respond to numbers. One letter each from 200 people is 
far more powerful than 200 letters from one person. 
 
Remember the Community you save may be your own! 
 
In other development matters, a plan was put forth to convert Wildflower Golf Course into condos, 
stores etc. It was at variance with a number of state and county codes and statures. Percy Angelo 
Medintz and Marvin Medintz did the necessary research and found that the county was willing to 
approve this development without due regard for these statutes. They forcefully brought this matter to 
the attention of the Board of Charlotte County Commissioners who then voted to table the plan. 
Thanks and great job Percy and Marv! 
 
Roads, Sewers and Traffic Signal 
 
We expect that the long awaited paving of Cape Haze roads will occur in the May-August time frame 
once the contractor finishes in South Gulf Cove. We have also looked into the issue of sanitary 
sewers for our Community and the thinking at this time is to not petition the county for them since the 
need is small and the costs are high. 
 
We do, however, see a strong need for a traffic signal at the corner of Cape Haze Drive and Placida 
Road.  When all of the proposed condo complexes come on stream, the traffic volume will be 
significant enough to raise the risk level to an unacceptable status. We are working with the county 
personnel to get one installed before we have a fatality. So, I also ask you all to write to 
Commissioner Moore and strongly request that we get one here before any one of us becomes that 
first casualty. 
 
Thanks to all for your support and with thanks to and on behalf of the Board of CHPOA, I am  
 
Bill Dahms 
CHPOA President 

 
Cape Haze on the Internet 

 
Postings include current events  

concerning our Community, The Fountain, and 
much, much more!  Check it out!! 

 
www.capehaze.org 

 
Trivia Answers Posted Here! 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 The Honorable Thomas G. Moore 
 Board of County Commissioners 
 Charlotte County Administrative Complex 
 18500 Murdock Circle 
 Port Charlotte, FL 33948 
 
Dear Commissioner Moore: 
               
Re: Aquia at Cape Haze; A “NO” vote is in order 
 
As a resident of Charlotte County I am writing to express my strong opposition to 
the proposed development “Aquia at Cape Haze” and ask that you and your fel-
low Commissioners vote “No” on this project, as proposed. I further request that 
you withhold approval of this, or any other project, until adequate infrastructure is 
available in this area of the Cape Haze Peninsula. 
 
This high-rise, high-density project of 108 units on 11 acres, is completely out of 
character not only with our area, an area of single family homes, but with the sur-
rounding communities as well. In addition it will severely tax the road, sewer and 
water capacity for the area.  
 
Most significantly, however, as proposed it will be built as five story units, 69 feet 
above FEMA flood level (82 feet above ground). This is in egregious contraven-
tion of the existing county code which limits buildings to heights of 35 feet above 
FEMA flood level when within 1200 feet of Lemon Bay and its waters. That is 
clearly the case here. I firmly believe and strongly request that any approval 
granted should be for a far lower density project limited to three stories, consistent 
with other multi-unit developments in the area. 
 
We have enough “concrete canyons” already. Please don’t allow any more. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and leadership, 
 
 
Signed:   __________________________ 
Name:     __________________________ 
Address:  __________________________ 
  

 

Suggested Letter to Representative 



 

 

AAII (American Association of Independent In-
vestors)  is forming a local chapter in the Venice 
area.  
 
    Anyone interested in becom-
    ing a member of the chapter, 
    please contact me by e-mail 
    and I’ll  be glad to tell you the  
 

details. You may learn more about AAII by using 
the homepage of AAII, www.AAII.com. We will 
meet every two months for a two-hour session 
with a well known speaker in the investment 
field. 
 
John Combs 
drjohnsea2@comcast.net 

The Cape Haze Ladies’ Golf League will start 
October 18, 2006!  We’ll play every Wednesday, 
12:30 pm tee time at Oyster Creek Golf Course.  
 
This is a relaxed, no-pressure, fun league for all 
levels.  We will not collect scores or use 
handicaps.  The core will come from our 
Community, but it's not limited to Cape Haze 
residents, so invite your friends. 
  
You can play either 9 holes (about $20 high 
season) or 18 (about $30 high season) and you 
don't have to play the same number of holes 
each week. 
  
We're keeping it simple, so all you have to do is: 
  
· Let me know you're joining for the season, or 

 most of it. 
 
 

·  Notify me by Wednesday night - ONLY IF 
 YOU'RE NOT - playing the following week. 

·  Show up at Oyster Creek on Wednesdays at 
 12:00 noon. 

·  Play fun golf with friends and get some 
 practice in as well. 

  
 

 

Golf League Coming  

AAII Invitation 

The Book Club is open to all Cape Haze 
neighbors and we invite you to join us in the fall.  
We meet monthly in the Community Center, 
10:00 am, the first Tuesday, October through May 
(no meeting in January).   
 
The 2006-2007 discussion schedule is posted in 
the Community Center.  The first books on the 
schedule for this fall are: 
 
October 3  Like Water for Chocolate  
    by Laura Esquirel  
 
    

November 7  Life of Pi  
    by Yann Martel 
. 
Members of the Book Club have posted some of 
our favorite books for summer reading on the 
bulletin board in the Community Center.  Copies 
of the list are also available in the CHPOA library. 
 
We continue to enjoy discussing books and 
meeting new authors.   
 
Please join us—newcomers welcome!  

Book Discussion Group Schedule 

If you’re interested, or for 
more information, contact 
Nancy Buechler by phone 
or through e-mail with the 
Subject Golf League. 
 
Hope to see you golfing, 
  
Nancy Buechler 
697-0885  
nancybue@aol.com  



 

 

 

Clubhouse Renovation Proposal:  Go or No Go?  
Your Vote is Needed! 

 

 
 

Architect’s Rendering of the Renovated Clubhouse 
 

The CHPOA clubhouse renovation plan proposes to double the size of our current clubhouse and cre-
ate a facility that we will all enjoy using.   If approved by the membership, the new clubhouse will fea-
ture a covered porch facing the pool, a 70% larger meeting room, a game room, an exercise room, new 
restrooms, and a larger, more functional kitchen.  The new building will meet current flood zone, hurri-
cane, and Americans with Disabilities Act requirements. 
 
All the details on project benefits and costs are included in the Clubhouse Renovation Project Briefing 
Package mailed to current CHPOA members on April 18th.   At the Special Meeting scheduled for 10:00 
am on May 20th, our membership will decide whether to proceed with the renovation project. 
 
This is a big decision for our voluntary organization.  So, we have set a requirement that at least 90 (of 
our current 130 members) vote “yes” on the project in order to proceed.  A “yes” vote indicates that you 
are willing to pay a $1,000 special assessment to support the renovation ($500 now and $500 when 
construction begins), and that you understand there will also be a dues increase beginning in 2007.   
 
You can vote by proxy in advance of the special meeting or in person on May 20th.  So, please review 
the briefing package and, if you will not be at the May 20th meeting, send in your proxy today! 
 
If you did not receive your briefing package, let us know and we’ll get a briefing package and voting 
proxy form to you immediately.  Call Pam Neer at 941-830-0999 or send an e-mail to neerps@aol.com 
and we’ll make arrangements to get a package to you asap!   
 
Beginning on or around May 10th (when our webmaster reaches home from his current travels) you can 
also find copies of all the project information posted on our website at www.capehaze.org. 
 
There has been some question about what happens to the $500 check we are asking you to send with 
your “yes” vote if the project is not approved.  In that case, all checks will be returned.  
 
On a final note, even if it is May 19th and you are just now reading this newsletter, it’s not to late to vote 
by proxy.  Call Pam (941-830-0999) and we will make arrangements to record your important vote!  
 
Pam Neer and Eva Furner 
Clubhouse Renovation Project 



 

 

The Women’s Club activities continued in full 
throttle this spring with the Spring Fling Hoe 
Down held in March.  Good food, Cape Haze 
fellowship, music and extravagant prizes made 
for an enjoyable evening.  
 
April kept us busy with the Boat Rendezvous to 
Useppa Island with a luncheon at the 
renovated Collier Inn and a tour of the 
Museum.  Thanks to Sandy Johnson for 
arranging the Rendezvous.   
 
The following day offered a golf outing at 
Myakka Pines Golf Course.  It was a fun day 
and once again we proved we could hit the 
links in our own style.  It was a well-organized 
event by chairwomen, Pat Bricault and Pat 
Sabourin.  Thanks ladies. 
 
Our spring luncheon and annual organizational 
meeting was held in April.  Our newly elected 
officers for the 2006-2007 season are: 
 
President:     Penny Rieley   
Co. Vice-Presidents:  Clare Landmann &  
     Cindy Googins   
Secretary:     Susan Butler 
Treasurer:     Pat Bricault 
 
Outgoing President Hilary Dahms and Vice-
President Jan Hayes did a wonderful job 
planning events and leading our Women’s 
Club.  We thank them and want them to know 
how much we appreciate their hard work.  Job 
well done ladies! 

The Once A Month Friday Happy Hours will 
continue through the summer months.  The 
events are at the Community Center, 5:00  -
7:00 pm. 
   
The dates and chairpersons are: 
 
June 9     Patti & Jim Hopp  
July 14     Patti & Jim Hopp 
August 11   Open 
September 8  Open 
October 20    Pat & Gil Bricault 
    Nancy & Lee Buechler 
November 10   Sue Butler 
    Perry & Marv Medintz 
 
Remember to bring an appetizer to share and 
your own drinks. 
 
If anyone is available to chair the August or 
September Happy Hour, please give Clare 
Landmann (697-8492) or Cindy Googins (697-
8910) a call.  It just involves opening up the 
Community Center, getting out the bar and 
cleaning-up. 
 
The Fall Golf Outing is scheduled for October 
26th and the Welcome Back Party will be 
November 18.  More information on these 
events will be coming.   
 
See you then.  Have a great summer. 
 
Bev Martin 
Women’s Club Correspondent  
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We currently have 131 paid members of the 
Cape Haze Property Owners Association 
(CHPOA) and 207 neighbors have contributed to 
Common Area Maintenance (CAM).  

 If you haven’t sent your payments in yet, please 
do so as soon as possible.   

 

 
We welcome the following new CHPOA 
members and hope to see you soon! 

Lynne and George David          330 Anchor Row 
 
If anyone needs information on joining CHPOA, 
please contact Karen Irvine at 697-8883.  

CHPOA Membership 



 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
May 20    Decision on New Community Center 
      10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
 
June 9     Happy Hour 
      5:00 - 7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
July 14    Happy Hour 
      5:00 -  7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
  
August 11   Happy Hour 
      5:00 - 7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
September 8  Happy Hour 
      5:00 - 7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
October 3   Book Discussion  -  Like Water for Chocolate  
      10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
 
October 18   Ladies’ Golf League Begins 
      12:00 Noon  -  Oyster Creek Golf Club 
 
October 20   Happy Hour 
      5:00 - 7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
October 26   Fall Golf Outing 
      Time TBA  -  Myakka Pines Golf Club 
 
November 7  Book Discussion  -  Life of Pi  
      10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
 
November 10  Happy Hour 
      5:00 - 7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
November 18  CHPOA Annual Membership Meeting 
      10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
      Coffee at 9:30 AM  



 

 

 

Trivia Quiz 
 
1. 100 years ago 8% of U.S. homes had a 

_________________. 
2. 100 years ago the American flag had 

____ stars. 
3. Who is our local shell craft guru? 
4. The most common Charlotte County code 

violations are __________________. 
5. The inability to smile may indicate 

someone has suffered a _____________. 
6. Who said, “Good judgment comes from 

experience, and a lot of that comes from 
bad judgment.”  

7. Which Cape Haze couple is from North 
Reading and Middleton, Massachusetts? 

8. Where is the golf course that used to be 
part of Cape Haze? 

9. What is another name for “stroke play” in 
golf? 

10. What year did Florida become a state? 
 

The answers to these questions are posted on 
the Cape Haze Website at www.capehaze.org.  
The answers will also be in the November issue 

of The Fountain. 

Cape Haze Property Owners Association 
P. O. Box 690  Placida, FL 33946 

Inside this Issue: 

¨̈¨¨    Developers Request Height Variances 
¨̈¨¨    New Community Center  -  Vote Now! 
¨̈¨¨    Golf League Comes to Cape Haze 

 The Fountain is produced by Nancy Buechler Cape Haze Florida 

 
The Fountain 

 
 

 is published January, March, May, and  
November.   

 
 All articles, letters, and “Upcoming Events” 

received by deadline  
will be considered for publication. 

 
Submissions should be Microsoft Word files  

attached to e-mail and forwarded to  
NancyBue@aol.com.  

 
 Hard copy submissions  
will also be considered. 

  
 

November Deadline is  
November 7, 2006 

New Clubhouse Vote May 20th 


