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As the new President of CHPOA I’d like to introduce myself and share some initial thoughts. 
Pat and I moved here in August of 2007 and recently have made this our full-time home. 
We’ve had a few different seasonal homes in Florida but chose Cape Haze as a great place 
for a full time residence.  (More on Ross and Pat Witschonke on Page 2) 
 
It’s a real privilege to work with all of you as we strive together to keep Cape Haze a friendly 
and inviting place to live.  The new CHPOA Board has met several times since the Annual 
Meeting and I am grateful to all the Board members for their interest, enthusiasm and support.   
 
We set three general goals for this year which are to: 1) develop proposals for use of the 
space surrounding our Community Center now that the pool has been removed, 2) review our 
present deed restrictions and Charlotte County zoning ordinances to understand the process 
for enforcement and modification if necessary, and 3) understand the wants and desires of our 
residents to encourage broader participation and support for CHPOA.  Since CHPOA 
membership is voluntary, we realize that some residents may choose not to participate in 
managing our neighborhood.  On the other hand many do participate and I for one appreciate 
all the support that so many neighbors give to make this a great Community.  
 
Please remember that CHPOA is not a social organization.  While many like to socialize, 
others do not. CHPOA manages all the collective efforts focused on enhancing our Community 
and is the owner our joint property.  The Cape Haze Women’s Club sponsors, and separately 
funds, all social events.  We are grateful for their efforts and work closely together. 
 
It’s my personal goal to have everyone feel welcome as neighbors.  If you choose not to join 
CHPOA or contribute to CAM, you’re still our neighbor and we want you to feel welcome at our 
activities and to join in any event that’s of interest to you.  
 
The next general meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 18 at 10:00 AM in the Community 
Center.  We plan to give you an update on recent events and of course discuss any issues 
that may be on your mind.  Hope to see you there. 
 
Ross Witschonke 
CHPOA President 
 
 

 
 

CHPOA President’s Letter 



 

 

Ross Witschonke –  was asked to fill a vacancy 
on the Cape Haze Property Owners Association 
Board very shortly after moving to our Community.  
When that term expired, Ross decided to run for 
the Board, was elected and became its President 
in January 2009.   
 
Ross was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, but grew 
up in Batavia, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago.  He 
earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Applied Science 
and Engineering from West Point and his Master 
in Business from the University of Alabama, 
Huntsville. 
 
Ross and his wife Pat have one son living in Texas 
and two daughters; one of whom lives in Boston 
and the other in Pennsylvania.  Their son earned a 
Doctorate of Education and is employed by the 
University of Houston.  Both daughters are 
fortunate enough to be stay-at-home mothers.  
The Witschonkes have four grandsons, two 
granddaughters, and one grandchild on the way.  
All are under five years old. 
 
Ross and Pat had seasonal homes in Naples and 
Boca Grande for many years, but when they 
looked for a full-time residence in Florida, the 
Witschonkes chose Cape Haze.  In 2007, they 
moved to our Community. 
 
Ross was quite modest about his career so much 
of this information came from further research. 
 
After completing six years’ military duty in 1976, 
Ross joined the Ford Motor Company as a product 
planning analyst with many, varied assignments.. 
 
For a period of five years, the Witschonkes lived in 
Hiroshima, Japan while Ross managed Product 
Development for Ford affiliate Mazda Motor 
Company. 
 
Subsequently, Ross was appointed Director of 
Ford Motor Company’s New Generation of 
Vehicles Program.  Concurrently, he managed 
Ford’s participation in the “Partnership for a New 
Generation of Vehicles Program”, a joint  
government/industry research initiative.  Ross’ 
objective was to develop a vehicle aimed at tripling 
the fuel economy of a typical family car without 
sacrificing affordability, performance or safety. 
 
In addition, Ross founded Ecostar Electric Drive 
Systems, a Ford spin off engaged in the 

development of power 
conversion, electric 
drive, and other 
advanced electronic 
systems. 
 
 
As President and CEO 
of Ecostar, Ross stated 
their goal was to 
revolutionize power 
conversion and electric 
drive systems for both mobile and stationary 
sources, and  to become a commercial producer of 
fuel cell powered drive systems and components 
for vehicles. (A fuel cell is a conversion devise that 
produces direct and continuous electricity from a 
reaction between a fuel and an oxidant.)   
 
When Ford sold this successful start up, Ross 
became Vice President and General Manager of a 
new Ford acquisition,  Ballard Power Systems, 
engaged in the development of power conversion 
systems for internal combustion engines, fuel-cell 
technology and other energy sources, and electric 
drive systems for all kinds of electric vehicles.  
Right down Ross’ alley! 
 
During this time, Ross was invited to join the 
Kettering University Center for Fuel Cell Systems 
and Powertrain Integration Executive Advisory 
Board, whose members are senior executives of 
fuel cell manufacturers; automotive manufacturers 
and suppliers; prestigious academic and 
government experts in fuel cell research, testing 
and evaluation; and nationally recognized experts 
in public policy and science and engineering 
education. 
 
Now that he’s retired, after his 25 years with Ford,  
Ross enjoys golf, tennis, and singing.  He’s a 
member of the Boca Grande Barbershop Chorus 
and an acappella group, Bocapella. 
 
When asked why he joined the CHPOA Board, 
Ross says, “It’s a great neighborhood and I want 
to do my part.”  His goals for our Community are, 
“to maintain Cape Haze as the friendly and 
desirable place it is today.”  
 
We’re pleased the Witschonkes chose Cape Haze 
and welcome Ross and Pat to our neighborhood. 
And, thank them for their contributions and service 
to our Community. 

 

Meet Your Board Member 



 

 

Hank Irvine has been talking to the Sheriff's 
Department for a number of years trying to 
establish a Cape Haze volunteer Neighborhood 
Marine Watch service to help the Police 
Department in it's coverage of our Community’s 
waterfront. 
 
With the help of Gordon Baer, Jerry Macey and 
Greg Sutton of the Charlotte County Sheriff's 
Department, this is now a reality and the first 
patrol was initiated on Friday the 13th of March at 
2 pm.  Stanley Friedenberg and Hank Irvine 
patrolled the Cape Haze area for two hours and 
were able to show the many boaters passing 

through our waters that we are out there and will 
be watching for anything that looks unusual.  
 
Over 25 men and women have signed up to be 
part of the Marine Watch and will serve on a 
rotation schedule to protect our Community.  
Anyone who has not signed up and would like to 
be part of this can contact Hank at 697-8883.   
 
You do not have to have a boat to take part. 
  
Hank Irvine 
Cape Haze Marine Watch 
697-8883  

 

Cape Haze Marine Watch 
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Wow, winter’s almost gone and spring’s just around 
the corner.  So what have the Cape Haze Women 
been up to?  Lots and more in store!!! 
 
February 16  - Spring for a New Look –  Did you 
see the pictures of Nancy Fogle, Rena Green, 
Penny Rieley and Mitzi Schramm in the Charlotte 
Sun Newspaper?  They took on a new look with 
hair, make up and clothing.  It was a great meeting  
with almost 30 attending 
. 
March 7  -  Keep America Beautiful  -  As part of 
the CHW’s commitment to Charlotte County, 27 
residents, men and women, picked up 25 large 
bags of trash along 1.7 miles of 775 and parts of 
our development.  Hopefully, we will sparkle a little 
longer.  Thank you helping hands. 
 
March 9 -  We were off to Leverock’s  for a 
delicious lunch and informative seafood grilling 
demo and tasting!!  Thank you Susan Butler for all 
the arrangements for the 39 in attendance!!   Way 
to go!  
 
March 13   -  Second Friday at 5  - Thank you 
Penny and Shell Rieley for hosting the social! 
 
So now,  what is upcoming : 
 
Saturday, March 21, 6:00  PM , Community 
Center – Spring Fling -  Celebrate Spring - 
Travel the USA.  All should have received a flyer in 
the mail or through the Internet.   
 
If you haven’t called in your reservations, perhaps 
you can sneak in—call Bev Martin now, 697-7463.  
Great meal, some music and lots of socializing!! 
Company visiting you—they are welcome also!! 
  
Saturday,  April 4, 11:30 AM , Community Center 
-  Family Picnic.  Enclosed in this Fountain is a 
flyer with more information.  Lots of food, - hotdogs, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hamburgers, etc.  Yes, we want all residents to 
attend!!!  Fun games, croquet, shuffleboard and 
more!! 
 
Monday,  April 20, 11:00 AM , Community Center 
- CHW Annual Meeting and Potluck Luncheon . 
Meeting will consist of voting for officers for the next 
term and reports for the year. So who are the 
nominated officers for the upcoming term?  Hilary 
Dahms, President; Barbara Hanson, Vice-
President; Mary Lou Fitzgerald, Secretary; and 
Sharon Blasdell, Treasurer.  Thank you Nancy 
Buechler, Marilyn Friedenberg, and Lorrie Flowers 
for securing the slate of officers—great job! 
 
So, ladies, if you have forgotten. . . 
 

· CHW your membership of $20  is due to Bev 
Martin. Check payable to CHW. Members of 
CHPOA may join. 

· Wanted  -  Ideas for programs for next year.  
 Most of all a willingness of all members to help 
plan and execute events  and meetings.  Come on 
it “ain’t” hard – we just need to spread the work !!!! 
 
Remember - Aerobics on Mondays at 8:15 am and 
the Book Club on the second Tuesday of the month 
at 10:00 am.  Both at the Community Center. 
 
Newsflash. . . . . . . 
As this goes to print work is in progress for a 
Children’s Safety Awareness After School 
Afternoon  on Friday, April 3.  Please check the 
capehaze.org website for more info or the 
Community Bulletin Board.  All children in our 
Community and their guests will be invited. 
 
Until next time—wow there won’t be another 
message from me.  So last, but more important, not 
least - thank you’s are definitely in order to outgoing 
CHW officers  -  Clare Landmann, Vice President; 
Percy Angelo, Secretary; and Bev Martin, 
Treasurer.  Thank you for your diligence and work 
these past two years as officers of the CHW.  Can’t 
say it enough - THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU! 
 
Mary Lou Fitzgerald or “Fitz” 
Cape Haze Women’s Club President  
mlzigfitz55@comcast.net, (941) 697-6228 
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Upcoming Events 
 
March 21   Annual Spring Fling  -  Travel the USA 
     6:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
April 3   Children’s Safety Awareness  
     After School  -  Community Center   
 
April 4   Family Picnic with Food, Games, Fun 
     11:30 AM  -  Community Center 
 
April  10   “Second Friday” Night Social  -  Appetizer  Potluck 
     5:00 PM  -  7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
April 14   Book Review Club  -  Three Cups of Tea  
     10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
 
April 18   Special Membership Meeting 
     10:00 AM  -  Community Center 
     Coffee at 9:30 AM 
 
April 20   Women’s Club  -   Annual Meeting and Pot luck 
     11:00 AM -  Community Center 
 
May 8    “Second Friday” Night Social -  Appetizer Pot luck 
     5:00 PM  -  7:00 PM  -  Community Center 
 
May 12   Book Review Club  -  Blood on the Ballot  
     10:00 AM  -  Community Center  
     (The Author may make a surprise appearance!)  
 
Stay informed, check our website   -     www.capehaze.org  

CHPOA Board Notes 

Wondering why the fountain is on only from 
5:00 to 9:00 PM?  Charlotte County Utilities 
water restrictions! 
 
Our Community Center now has garbage 
pickup.  Please bag and place any trash from 
your event into the large green Waste 
Management receptacle that is inside the west  
gate. 

To make communication easier for the CHPOA 
secretary would/could you please e-mail your 
preferred e-mail address to Mary Lou 
Fitzgerald and also place her address in your 
address book?  Mlzigfitz55@comcast.net  
(note it is ML and not MI) 
 
Thank you, 
Mary Lou Fitzgerald, CHPOA Secretary  



 

 

 
 
 

  

Cape Haze Property Owners Association 
P. O. Box 690  Placida, FL 33946 

Inside this Issue: 
 

····    Meet CHPOA President 
····    Marine Watch Started 
····    Pool Has Been Removed 

The Fountain is produced by Nancy Buechler Cape Haze Florida 

 

The Fountain 
 

 is published January, March, May, and  
November.   

 

 All articles, letters, photographs, and 
“Upcoming Events” received by deadline  

will be considered for publication. 
 

Text submissions should be  
Microsoft Word files.  

 

Photographs should be .jpg files 
 of at least 400kB in size. 

 
Text and photographs should be  

attached to e-mail with “Fountain Submission” 
in the subject box, and forwarded to  

NancyBue@aol.com.  
 

 Hard copy submissions  
may also be considered. 

  
 

May Deadline is  
May 14, 2009 

Cape Haze Family Picnic 

Saturday, April 4, 11:30 AM 

 

Community Pool Removed 

Ten loads of debris were hauled away; twenty-seven 
loads of compacted fill and four loads of  top soil were 
brought in.  Bahia grass was then installed to finish off 
the area where the Community Center pool had been 
since the 1950’s.  Because the pool required exten-
sive improvements to be brought in-line with current 
County codes, the CHPOA membership voted to have 
it removed.  CHPOA will be exploring options for fu-
ture development of this space.   
 


