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CHPOA President’s Letter

It's a peaceful but productive time in Cape Haze. Slowly but surely the fountain is coming together, the
landscaping project for our Cape Haze Drive entrance has been designed, the Women's Club continues to
provide a full social calendar, the weather has been cooperative, the common area maintenance continues to
provide us a generally well-tended environment, and all in all, life in Cape Haze is good.

Dues and CAM payments are about the same as last year, with slightly more than 100 homeowners paying their
full CHPOA dues, and about 200 paying CAM. The new Directories have been provided to those who have paid
their dues, and we hope the Directory will induce people who haven't paid to do the right thing and support
CHPOA. Incidentally, the committee appointed to investigate methods of assuring more complete and equitable
sharing of CHPOA expenses has its third meeting coming up, and the committee is making progress in this
difficult matter. If you have paid your dues but haven't received your Directory, please let me know
(medintzm@yahoo.com, 698-1519) and | can drop one off.

Thanks as always to those who work behind the scenes to make CHPOA what it is. | apologize in advance if |
forgot to note your valued efforts. Homer Hoe and Bill Snyder, for their tireless data base operation and
maintenance; Clare Landmann, who never met a job she wouldn’t undertake; Ralph Bond, who is now running
CAM and actually climbed to the Community Center roof to verify its condition; same for Don Libby and the roof;
Karen and Hank Irvine, whose drive to beautify Cape Haze is relentless; Hal Johnson, who has been invaluable
in the rehabilitation of the fountain and in the fair-funding efforts; Pam Neer and Eva Furner, who so generously
share their time and encyclopedic knowledge of Charlotte County current events; Sue Butler, who provides a
valuable bridge to the other side of Placida Road; Mary Lou Fitzgerald, who makes sure we have plenty to do; Bill
Dahms, who is always willing to go to a meeting, even if it isn’'t about cars; George and Ellie Wolthoff, who so
carefully maintain our Community Center sign and our library; Jeanne Corbin, who so effectively maintains the
Community Center calendar; and Nancy Buechler, who deals with all her temperamental contributors to get this
newsletter done; and all the rest that I'm forgetting.

Cape Haze is one of the world’s best places. Beware: the County has before it a proposal to allow high rises in
previously protected areas — like Cape Haze, Lemon Bay and the Intracoastal, Placida, Coral Creek. The County
Planning and Zoning Department, after a hearing two weeks ago, recommended to the County Commission that
the proposal not be adopted. The County Board hearing will be on March 18, at 10:00 A. M. Try to make it to the
Hearing, and if you can't, please send an email or note to the Commissioners expressing your opinion. Their
contact information is listed below.

Thanks as always,
Marv Medintz, CHPOA President

The Honorable Thomas D’Aprile
Charlotte County Administrative Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, FL 33948

(941) 743-1300
Tom.D'Aprile@charlottefl.com

The Honorable Adam Cummings
Charlotte County Administrative Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, FL 33948

(941) 743-1300 1300
Adam.Cummings@charlottefl.com

The Honorable Thomas Moore
Charlotte County Administrative Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, FL 33948

(941) 743-1300
Tom.Moore@charlottefl.com

The Honorable Richard Loftus,
Chairman

Charlotte County Administrative Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, FL 33948

(941) 743-1300
Dick.Loftus@charlottefl.com

The Honorable Tricia Duffy

Charlotte County Administrative Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, FL 33948

(941) 743-1300 1300
Tricia.Duffy@charlottefl.com




“ Meet Your CHPOA Board Member H

Bill Dahms has served on the CHPOA Board
for six years - two as President and four in his
current position as Secretary.

Bill grew up in
New York City and
received his BS
and MBA from two
prominent eastern
universities. He
spent 3 years in
the Army as an
intelligence officer
in Vietham and 31
years as a Sr.
Officer with JP
Morgan in NYC

and London before
joining a group to acquire a large New
Jersey/Pennsylvania bank. They subsequently
sold the bank to Wachovia Corp. allowing Bill to
retire from the investment banking industry.

In ‘retirement’ Bill became a novelist whose first
book Blood on the Ballot was published in 2007
and is in Hollywood being considered for a movie.
The book is available at local bookstores and
Amazon. He is currently working on a sequel.

Bill and his wife Hilary have two married sons and
two grandchildren with a third due next month.
Their older son, Dr. Bily Dahms, Jr.,, is a
Nephrologist in the Air Force stationed at Lackland

AFB in San Antonio, Texas. Dr. Billy spent six
months as a flight surgeon with the 332" Fighter
Squadron in Camp Anaconda, Irag. He plans to
go into private practice in June. Younger son,
Peter, followed in his father's footsteps and is
head of syndications for a private equity group in
New York City.

When asked how they found Cape Haze, Bill
replied, “Thanks to Hank and Karen Irvine.” The
Dahms knew the Irvines ‘up north’ and when Hank
and Karen bought a place in Cape Haze, Bill knew
it must be special. The Dahms visited and
subsequently bought a lot, built a house, and
moved in February 2002. They still have a home
in Avalon, New Jersey where they spend about
half the year.

When Bill's not busy with CHPOA, the Charlotte
County Citizen’s Budget Advisory Task Force,
Percy Angelo’s Campaign, and working as an
MSBU representative, he enjoys golf, boating,
writing, and ham radio operation — a hobby since
he was 13 years old.

When asked why he donates so much time to
CHPOA and other civic organizations, Bill replied,
“It started as a way to meet people and evolved.”
He goes on to say that if we don’t do it, who will
and those who don't help out, can’t complain about
how things are going. He says, “If you don't get
involved, to quote a noted philosopher, “you will
get the kind of community you deserve.”

Mary Lou Fitzgerald was elected to the
CHPOA Board this January. But this isn't Mary
Lou's only volunteer position within our
Community. She is also President of the Cape
Haze Women’'s Club. You'll see Mary Lou at
every CHPOA Social Event,

Drexel University, Philadelphia, in Design. She
spent 39 years teaching and as a supervisor in
Family and Consumer Sciences at Southern
Regional High School in Manahawkin, NJ.

Mary Lou’s husband, Jack, had a
bakery that was predominately a

roadside clean-up, and chipping
in whenever it's needed. What
we don't see are the many,
many hours she spends behind
the scenes planning these
events and Women’s Club
Meetings and Outings.

Mary Lou grew up in Paramus,
New Jersey, received her BS
from Albright in Reading,
Pennsylvania in Home
Economics and her MS from

summer business. Due to their
opposite work schedules, Mary Lou
says Jack really raised their son John,
Jr. John was married last May to a
lovely young woman who had been
one of Mary Lou’s students and also
worked in Jack’s Bakery. John and
his wife still live in Manahawkin.

The Fitzgeralds never thought they
would want to move to Florida. But,

Continues on bottom of Page 3




‘ Percy Angelo for County Board of Commissioners \

Cape Haze resident and wife of CHPOA
President Marvin Medintz, Percy Angelo recently
announced that she is a candidate for the District
3 Commissioner’s seat currently occupied by Tom
Moore.

Percy brings a very impressive background and
solid experience to this race. She received her JD
from Stanford Law School where she was a Law
Review editor, and her BA from Smith College.

She practiced law with one of the nation’s premier
law firms for over thirty years where she started
and ran the firm's environmental practice. A
national legal publication has called her “super
smart, meticulous and tenacious.”

Percy’'s extensive experience in business,
government and the law combined with a keen
intellect, a sense of grace and an affable
personality makes her an excellent candidate for
this position.

Percy is very concerned about the casual
approach the County has taken in spending our
money and about the manner in which some of
our commissioners have approached the issue of
growth management and development. She is
uniquely qualified to address these issues and to
help lead the County in the direction we would all
like to see it go.

Our County has had a fighter for the people on
the Board in the person of Adam Cummings. He
is often the lone voice of reason among his peers
in fiscal matters or in the fight against
unreasonable growth. Having her along side him
would be a big plus for the County.

Right now Percy needs the help of all the
residents of Cape Haze. First, she needs to get
on the ballot for the primary. Next, she needs help
with her campaign. Running for office is not an
inexpensive proposition, Percy could use any
contribution, large or small. If you would like to
contribute, be willing to sign her petition, or assist
with the campaign, please contact Percy or Marv
at 698-1519.

Bill Dahms

Continued from Page 2 - Mary Lou Fitzgerald

when they visited friends, the Tornwalls, in Cape Haze,
they changed their minds. They bought their lot in the
1980’'s and built their house in 1990. However,
because Jack was very busy in the summer and Mary
Lou was teaching in the winter, they only got to Cape
Haze during Christmas, Easter, and other school
vacations. When they retired in late 2004, the
Fitzgeralds were finally able to really spend some time
in Cape Haze where they are now full-time residents.

The Fitzgeralds have always been CHPOA members,
but because they seldom spent time here, they hadn’t
been actively involved. Mary Lou found it difficult to
“break into the Community” so she started attending

Women'’s Club meetings and they finally had time for
CHPOA social events. Soon after, Mary Lou was
elected President of the Women'’s Club.

In addition to volunteering in the Cape Haze
Community, Mary Lou is also very active in the Faith
Lutheran Church. If she has any spare time, she loves
to sew, and as we often see her working in the yard,
enjoys gardening.

When asked why she donates so much time to the
Community, Mary Lou says she believes what John F.
Kennedy said, “Ask not what your country can do for
you, but what you can do for your country.” She
extends that to Community and goes on to say, “I wish
more people felt the same way.”




Manatee To Celebrate 60th Birthday

Snooty, the oldest living manatee born and
raised in captivity was born in 1948 in the old
Miami Aquarium and Tackle Company, and
sent to the South Florida Museum in Bradenton
the next year.

His 60,000-gallon pool offers above and below
water viewing for visitors. He's very popular
and even has a special birthday party every
year. Snooty will celebrate his 60" birthday on
July 21, 2008.

In 2006, a record number of manatees (416)
died, according to Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission. Of those deaths,
86 were caused by boat strikes. During the
last 10 years, 3100 manatees have died; 760 of
those animals were killed by boats.

Researchers studying Snooty and other
manatees feel they are more intelligent than
previously thought. Even so, it's difficult for the
slow-moving animals to get out of the way of
speeding powerboats.

In 2006, Florida downgraded the manatees
from endangered to threatened even though
they are on federal and international
endangered lists. Many feel this will further
reduce the Florida manatee population.

We can help by following safe boating practices
and following speed limits in manatee zones
and encouraging lawmakers to require better
protection of the species.

Visit Snooty, and three young manatee
currently staying with Snooty, at Parker
Manatee Aquarium at the South Florida
Museum, 201 — 10" St. W., Bradenton, Florida.
The hours are Monday through Saturday, 10:00
AM - 5:00 PM and Sunday, Noon — 5:00 PM.

Charge is $15.95 for adults and includes the
Planetarium, Aquarium, and all daily
educational lectures.

For more information, call the Museum at (941)
746-4131.

Community Center Usage and Reservations

Recently there has some misunderstanding
about using the Community Center for
meetings or other gatherings.

CHPOA members are entitled to use the
Community Center, but reservations must be
made through Jeanne Corbin at 697-2274.

This system prevents a group from not being
able to hold their event because another group
has reserved the space and is entitled to it.

Also, please remember to clean the Community
Center, turn off lights, and lock the doors and
gates before you leave .

Neighbor Looking for Abandoned Bird Nests

Nancy Snyder needs several bird nests for a
special art project and is asking for help in
obtaining deserted nests.

Anyone who has seen Nancy’s creations knows
they are spectacular and will encourage those
who can contribute to do so.

Nancy is also a member of the Audubon
Society and stresses that she only wants
abandoned nests.

If you can help, please call Nancy Snyder at
698-6977.
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How To Register To Vote and How To Vote Absentee

To register to vote you must fill out a voter
registration application form, available at the
supervisor of elections office, the division of
elections, driver's license offices, state agencies
that provide public assistance, libraries and many
other public locations, as well as online at the
Charlotte County Website.

ALL APPLICATIONS REQUIRE AN ORIGINAL
SIGNATURE. If you print an application from the
County website, after signing the completed Voter
Application Form, you may mail it to:

Mac V. Horton, Supervisor of Elections
P.O. Box 511229
Punta Gorda, FL 33951

To vote absentee, request an absentee ballot
from the supervisor of elections in person, by mail
or by telephone (941) 637-2232. Make the request
at least three weeks before the election and one
request can cover all elections through the next
two general elections.

If you have any questions, please call the
supervisor of elections office at (941) 637-2232.




Just where did the time go—no, | don’'t mean
turning the clocks forward, but the winter
season in Cape Haze. But you know summer
is not here yet and there is plenty still
happening.

Important _sharing of ideas get together

Wednesday, March 12, 9:30 AM, Community

Center. Come with your suggestions for
programs and happenings for the 2008-09
season. Wanted -- new ideas -- give the
executive committee something to work with as
we plan for next year. When you think, “Oh
they don’'t mean me,” remember, “Yes, we do!”

Women'’s Club Meetings:

Monday, March 17, 10:15 AM, Community

Center for a short business meeting and then
off to Palmetto Grill for a demo and lunch _—a
joint venture with Women of Windward.
Reservations to Bev Martin, 697-7463, by
Cash or check $20 to Palmetto

March 12"
Girill.

Monday, April 14, Women's Club annual
luncheon and business meeting. 10:30 AM,
Community Center. Be informed as to what
is planned for next year. Potluck luncheon.

CHPOA Social Events:

Cocktail _Party with _Alfred Vanderbilt,
Friday, March 14, 5:00 PM, Community
Center. Mr. Vanderbilt will talk about his
memories of early Cape Haze. Bring an
appetizer to share and your own beverage.

Spring Fling—Oldies but Goodies, Friday,
April 4, 6:00 PM, Community Center . DJ will
help us rock the night away at this fun filled
evening. Surprises in store, BBQ Rib and
chicken dinner and make your own sundae!
Cost is $20. Reservations to Bev Martin at
697-7463.

This will be remembered as one of the best
events—remember the Holiday Gala—well let's

Boat Rendezvous - Thursday, April 10 to
Burnt Store Marina, Lunch at Portobello.
There will be a fuel charge that will be given to
the Captains. Lunch off the menu and
separate checks will be given. More
information to follow. Check Cape Haze
website.

Special thanks to all who helped arrange for
and attended shelling/lunch in January,
February trip to Spanish Point, the March
Picnic, Keep America Beautiful Road-Side
clean up on March 7, and the Friday night
social in February where we greeted former
residents. To all of you, give yourselves a pat
on the back.

And. .

Cape Haze Merchandise —do you know that
we have beach towels $18.00, and shirts, hats,
and insulated bags for $13.00?!

Merchandise will be displayed at future events.
Show off Cape Haze—wear your name
proudly. Help make Cape Haze stand out!!!

By the way, would anyone of you out there
want to be the official salesperson for our
merchandise? Someone please call Fitz to
volunteer - 697-6228!

Women’s Club dues, $20, is due by May 1
Checks are payable to CHW and can be
brought to the next two meetings of the
Women'’s Club or given to any office holder.

Who is eligible to be a member-- any woman
who is a member of CHPOA!

Until the next issue, see you at some meeting
or function and don't forget to check out the
Cape Haze website at www.Capehaze.org for
more info on our events.

Mary Lou Fitzgerald or “Fitz"
Cape Haze Women’s Club President
697-6228
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Upcoming Events

Women’s Club Sharing of Ideas for 2008-2 009
9:30 AM - Community Center

Palmetto Grill Lunch Reservation Deadlin e
$20 to Bev Martin or Mary Lou Fitzgerald

Alfred Vanderbilt Talk & Cocktail Party
5.:00 PM - Community Center

Women'’s Club Meeting & Lunch with WOW
10:15 AM - Community Center, Palmetto Grill
Reservations to Bev Martin, 697-7463

Spring Fling Reservation Deadline
Bev Martin, 697-7463

Spring Fling Oldies but Goodies Night
6:00 PM - Community Center

Book Review - The Good German by J. Kanon
10:00 AM - Community Center

Boat Rendezvous to Burnt Store Marina
More Information to Come

CHPOA Special Membership Meeting
10:00 AM - Community Center
9:30 AM - Coffee & Socializing

Women'’s Club Annual Potluck Luncheon
10:30 AM - Community Center

Women'’s Club Dues Due - $20 to CHW
Give to Any Club Officer

Friday Night Social
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Community Center

Book Review - The Daughter of Time by J. Tey
10:00 AM - Community Center




CHPOA Membership Elects
New Board Members

Pete Hayes who served three years and Jan
Wilhelm who took over a vacated position,
completed their terms and retired from the Board
in January. We thank them for serving our
Community and wish them the best in the future.

Two new volunteers, Ralph Bond and Mary Lou
Fitzgerald, and returning Board Member Karen
Irvine, were unanimously elected to fill the empty
positions.

Following the Annual Meeting, the new Board
met and elected 2008-2009 officers.

Marv Medintz President
Bill Dahms VP and Secretary
Shell Rieley Treasurer

We want to sincerely thank all these volunteers
who donate so much time to help maintain and
improve our Community. Let’s all make a pledge
to give them our support and offer of assistance.

The Fountain

is published January, March, May, and
November.

All articles, letters, photographs, and
“Upcoming Events” received by deadline
will be considered for publication.

Text submissions should be
Microsoft Word files.

Photographs should be .jpg files
of at least 400kB in size.

Text and photographs should be
attached to e-mail and forwarded to
NancyBue@aol.com.

Hard copy submissions
may also be considered.

May Deadline is
May 5, 2008

The Fountain

Cape Haze Property Owners Association
P. O. Box 690 Placida, FL 33946
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